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As a citizen, ] am requesting the Burien Shoreline Master Plan clegt y state that there will be no
Physical Public Access to Lake Burien. e e e g §
CITY OF BURIEN

Physical Public Access to Lake Burien by thousands of people will ireversibly damage this
lake. We have prefect examples of the kind of irreversible damage that occurs in small lakes by
simply looking at Hicks Lake and Arbor Lake - neighboring lakes and numerous other small
lakes in King County.

To the Burien City Council;

Physical Public Access, by thousands of people using a small lake, brings these ecologically

damaging issues with it: '

1. the introduction of invasive weeds that choke off the waterway, destroy oxygen levels in the
lake and destroy wildlife,

2. the introduction of inappropriate gas levels into the water column that damages water quality,
destroys wildlife and encourages the growth of toxic (like red tide) plankton populations,

3. the introduction fecal (poop) material to the lake that destroys water quality, destroys wildlife,
encourages the growth of fecal coliform bacteria and creates a health and safety issue for

humans, P A '

4. introduced boating contamination, speed and density issues that create habitat destruction and
trauma to wildlife as well as serve at contaminators and spreaders of infection and noxious
weeds( Eurasian Milfoil, etc.) to the lake and animals (quagga mussel, zebra mussel, New

Zealand mudsnail, rusty crawfish, spiny water flea, snail fever organism, efc.), .

5. exceeding the carrying the capacity of the land and water by the introduction of thousands of
humans, their pets and their wastes/litter to the delicate lake ecosystem, and - _

6. the increased turbidity to the water by just the sheer number of people entering it which results
in degradation of water quality and destruction of habitat for spawning fish, nesting wildlife

Research shows that small lakes that are opened to physical access, within two years of having -
physical public access, have problems with invasive species and fecal coliform problems. These -
are problems that require chemical treatment and poisoning to lake waters to attempt to correct..
In most cases they cannot be remedied without significant damage to the ecosystem. Lake
Burien is the last healthy small lake along the Urban Corridor. Do not allow this to happen”
to it. Do not allow physical public access to Lake Burien. ' s

Sincerely,

CETL.c8/foefio




LETTER: Once Annexed, Can Burien
Handle An Unhealthy Arbor Lake?

B-Town Blog, Posted by Scott Schaefer on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at 5:01 pm

Arbor Lake is one, small, unhealthy lake.

Within the next few weeks, the City of Burien will annex this lake into the city. The lake’s health
problems, in large part, come from its public access. A couple times per month; citizen scientists
visit Arbor Lake to perform visual assessments of the environmental and physical conditions
around the lake. The reports from those visits are not good. Currently, King County has a clean-
up crew at Arbor Lake seven days per week. The crew reports that there is litter (bottles, cans,
paper, plastics, paint cans, used condoms, needles, etc.), biological wastes {poop, vomit), damage
to the park equipment and gang tagging daily to clean up. They worry that Burien will not have
the financial resources to provide this seven day a week routine just to maintain the lake and
surrounding area at its current level. The worst damage happens to the lake on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. This is a time at which Burien typically does not contract for park clean up. =~

Photo courtesy Arbor Lake area resident Colleen West.

A number of the neighbors around Arbor Lake say that they would never consider swimming in
the lake because the water quality is so poor. Several drainage pipes empty into the lake and
there is a lot of non-point pollution entering the lake. Arbor Lake is obviously infested with fecal
coliform bacteria (E.coli) because of the amount of poop that is around the lake at times.
Remember E.coli is that stuff that sickened and killed people who ate infected food. The major

cause of this E.coli is not from birds. It is from humans and dogs pooping in and around the lake.
During the summer, the lake has major infestations of invasive weeds that choke out the oxygen
in the lake and make the water impossible to sustain any fish. At that time, the water is not

healthy for the birds to use either.



These fragile bodies of freshwater are not sketchy line drawings on paper, art work, public
swimming pools or public garbage cans. They are living, functioning natural systems that
deserve respect, understanding, protection and care, Do not plan on having your kids swim in

Arbor Lake soon for both your kids’ and the lake’s health,







