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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: February 7, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Annual Utility Tax Relief Program Update for 2010  

The annual processing of the Utility Tax Relief Program for Low-Income Burien 
residents has been completed for 2010.  There were 60 Burien households who 
participated in the program and they will receive a collective total of $2,095 in 
reimbursements for the Burien utility taxes they paid on regular telephone services 
and cable television services in 2010. The average reimbursement amount per 
household was $35.  Reimbursement checks will be issued in early February.  
Participants who have gas and/or electricity with Puget Sound Energy will have the 
Burien utility tax removed from their bills for 2011. 
 

B. IT Update 
Here are a few of the things that the IT Division is working on: 

 c 
Works asset tracking and work-ticketing system.  Before then we will meet 
with contractors from the City of Kent who will share their expertise about 
how they gave their field crews, i.e. police, fire, public works, remote 
computer connectivity back to the mother-ship.  (We greatly appreciate their 
assistance in this endeavor.)    

 
 Public Works and Police: on installation and configuration of security 

cameras in the city hall/library parking garage and traffic monitoring cameras 
at major intersections in town. 

 Parks: to make their reader board (the brightly colored display on SW 148th 
St. just south of the Community Center) accessible to city hall staff for 
posting emergency operations messages. 
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C. City of Burien Website Statistics  2009/2010 (Site Went Live Nov. 2008)       
(Pg. 91) 
Statistics show that the number of site visitors to our city website 
(www.burienwa.gov) is still on the rise.  However the number of new vs. returning 
visitors has leveled off at exactly 50% each.  
contains the usual items:  jobs/employment, annexation, business license and maps, 
along with the addition of shoreline master program and animal control. See 
attachment for details. 
 

D. Transit Oriented Development Meeting  January 26, 2011 
Economic Development staff introduced Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 
developers Wasatch Development Co. and Alliance Properties to top management at 
the King County Housing Authority in a meeting held at the Burien City Hall. This 
was a high-level meeting to discuss ways and means of financing and possibly 
working together on the construction of affordable, work force apartments on the 
remaining land at the south side of the parking garage. This would be the final phase 
of the TOD and the goal is to begin construction toward the end of this year when the 
garage is completed. 
 
As a next step, it was agreed that Wasatch would prepare a business model of the 
financing needed together with a sources and uses of cash study for the apartment 
building costs, prior to scheduling the next meeting of the group. 
 

E. Coastal Flood Hazard Study of Shorelines in Incorporated King County 
King County River and Floodplain Management Department has received a grant 
from FEMA to perform a Coastal Flood Hazard study of the Shorelines in the 
incorporated areas in King County. The County has contracted with Northwest 
Hydraulic Consultants of Tukwila to prepare this study. 
 
Initial mapping is expected to be available for jurisdiction review in May/June 2011 
with a meeting to follow in July. The flood study mapping and documentation would 
be submitted to FEMA in September, with complete sets of all materials provided to 

and merged with other current data.  
 
Preliminary maps would be published around the end of 2011. Cities would have 30 
days to review and comment with a possible follow up meeting. After that there 
would be a 90 day appeal period. Final maps would be published in 2013. It is 

flood study completed in 2009 to 

planned.   
 

F. Two New Employees Added to Public Works Drainage Crew 
The Public Works Department has added two new temporary full-time employees to 
its Drainage Crew. This now brings the total crew for the Operations and 
Maintenance Division to 11, including the Operations and Maintenance Manager. 
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G. Burien Keeps Residents Up-to-date 
In addition to using Radio Free Burien, the City website, Channel 21, and the road 
update telephone line; BurienALERT will also be used to announce major road and 
traffic interruptions caused by the asphalt overlay and other projects. 
 

H. City of Burien Recognized for Transportation Planning Efforts 
Last month at the Cascade Bicycle Club's annual volunteer appreciation event, the 
City of Burien was chosen for recognition by the Cascade Bicycle Club's Advocacy 
Director, David Hiller. Hiller pointed to the efforts of local citizens to work with 
City staff and elected officials to identify opportunities to make Burien more 
walkable and bikeable. While acknowledging that work is still needed to follow 
through with complete streets policies, Hiller applauded the City's partnership with 
community members to deliver the B-Town Bike Fair, the formation of the Healthy 
Highline Community Coalition, and the work of area citizens and volunteers to elect 
transportation advocate, Joe Fitzgibbon, to the state legislature. Burien resident and 
cycling advocate, Brooks Stanfield was on hand to receive the Club's Advocacy 
Volunteer of the Year award. 
 

I. Moshier Arts Center Gets a Fresh Coat of Paint 
Over the holiday break the Moshier Art Center throwing room got a fresh coat of 
paint on the walls and ceilings. According to those who would know, i.e. students 
who have been with the program since the 1970s, this is the first time in 30+ years 
that the room has been painted. The change to clean, freshly painted walls and a nice 
white ceiling has made a huge difference to the space. Over 20 students also came in 

-annual cleaning day and cleaned equipment, walls, 
and storage cabinets. The space looks great and the students have been very excited 
and appreciative about the changes. 
 

J. Permitting Activity 
 Highline Audiology 

A building permit application is under review for a Tenant Improvement at 457 
SW 148th Street, former home of the public works department. This space was 
remodeled and has been vacant for some time. Highline Audiology will be 
performing some interior alterations on the first floor to accommodate their 
business. 

 
 Burien Fire Station 28 

Construction and land use applications were submitted to construct a new two-
story fire station at 900 SW 146th Street. The station will include five apparatus 
bays, administration area, training tower and fueling canopy. The estimated 
project valuation is $6.2 million. 

 
 Beach Sewer Line Rehabilitation Project 

The construction permits to repair and replace components of the wastewater 
pump station, control building and force main in Seahurst Park has been issued. 
The project is valued at $300,000. 
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 Highline Village Town Homes 
4 permits were issued to Kerzie Homes for construction of 2 unit townhomes at 
15045 5th Lane S. Work at this site had been delayed due to the economic 
recession and it great to see these back on track. These are the first permits for 
construction in a residential development that the city has seen in some time. 
 

K. Public Works Moves Forward with Annual Right-of-Way Use Permit (ARUP) 
-of-Way Inspectors, along with the City 

Attorney, have been working with the different utility districts/companies to discuss 
the new Annual Right-of-Way Use Permit (ARUP). By working with each of them 
directly, the City has been able to listen to their concerns and address them 
immediately. The different utilities have expressed many times that they appreciate 

process.  
 

L. Empty Bowls 2011 Surpasses Previous Success 

Burien Community Center. Community residents were invited to choose a ceramic 
bowl and enjoy a delicious lunch or dinner while raising funds for the Highline and 
White Center Food Banks in the process. Approximately $16,000 was collected for 
the two food bank agencies with 1,114 attending the event. Compared to 2010, this 
represented an increase of $3,000 and 114 additional people in attendance.  
 
The Community Center proved to be a perfect venue to accommodate the larger 

ew the bowls and get served 
without having to wait in line. Cultural Arts Supervisor Gina Kallman started 

in local 
communities. Once again, Moshier Arts Center potters provided the majority of 
volunteers, who created and donated bowls in addition to working on-site during the 
actual event. Discover Burien coordinated soup donations from local restaurants and 
provided additional event support. 

 
M. Dottie Harper Park House Now Open for Public Use 

PaRCS staff have been busy over the last several weeks making modest 

previously occupied by long-time tenant Burien Arts, previously known in the 
community as the Burien Arts Association. Last year, Burien Arts chose to terminate 
their lease. The facility is now available to accommodate meetings, gatherings, 
retreats, etc. for up to 30 people while also offering a cozy environment with 
beautiful forest views of the park. Flooring has been upgraded on the main and 
bottom floors and new interior and exterior lighting has also been installed. In 
addition to serving as additional recreation programming space, the facility is being 
promoted to organizations and groups who are looking for a smaller, affordable 
space to rent on an hourly basis. 
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N. Highline High School Students Volunteering at Gym Jam Programs 
Teen staff recently worked with HHS to recruit 
Gym Jam programs. These popular once-a-week evening drop-in programs are held 

each program offers families a free opportunity to stay physically active while also 
participating in enrichment activities during the cold winter months. A large number 
of families attending the programs speak English as a second language. Briana 
White, Tailor Harris and Darius Villa are the student volunteers helping out with the 
programs. Briana is in 10th grade and is bi-lingual in Spanish and English. She was 

ym Jam program 
when she was a Hazel Valley School student. Tailor is a new resident of Burien, 
enjoys Business Law and is determined to eventually attend Law School after 
college. Darius has a great rapport with the youth participants at our programs and 
loves to sing and play piano. The students have been a wonderful asset to all three 
programs by interacting with parents and youth, encouraging participation in 
activities, and setting/cleaning up after each program ends.  

 
O.  

In an effort to attract participants to new and existing fitness programs at the 
Community Center, several 
January 3. Classes offered included Zumba, Strength Training, Cardio Mix, Gentle 
Yoga and Cross Training Boot Camp, with sessions offered both in the mornings and 
evenings. A total of 87 individuals dropped in to the classes, with 43% of those 
being new program participants. At the end of the week, 40 participants had 
registered for the classes. With this success, Recreation staff will continue this 

-increasing 
menu of adult fitness program options. 

 
P. Community Development Department Staff Changes 

 former Senior Planner position has been divided into two 
positions one focusing on long-range planning (Comprehensive Plan, Shoreline 
Master Program, etc.) and one focusing on current-planning (permitting and zoning). 
 In November, David shifted to the Senior Planner long-range planning position. 
After a recruitment process, the Senior Planner current planning position was filled 
by one of our Planners, Chip Davis.  Chip began his new duties on January 1 and 
will oversee the zoning and land use permitting processes.   
 

Planner position beginning February 2nd.  Art previously worked for the Cities of 
Seattle and Tukwila, was also a private planning consultant, and was a carpenter 
before becoming a planner.  He has a background in all aspects of current planning, 
including design review.   
 

Q. Metro Graffiti Hotline (206-684-1800) 
Anyone can call the Metro Graffiti Hotline to report graffiti or unsanitary conditions 
at a bus stop, shelter, transit center or park-n-ride. A message can be left if it is after 
hours. Per Metro, this is the absolute best way to report graffiti. 
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. County Executive Addresses Suburban Cities Association 
King County Executive Dow Constantine reported on his first full year in office to 
more than 100 city officials from around the County, at a meeting of the Suburban 
Cities Association (SCA) on January 19.  Mayor Joan McGilton and Councilmember 
Jerry Robison listened to the Executive describe the steps he has taken to improve 
the County government operations and to address a difficult budget shortfall. He also 
reported that he accomplished his goal to visit all of the King County cities during 
his first year of office; even though it took a lot of time, he learned a lot and is glad 
he did it (the Executive visited Burien on August 5). Executive Constantine also 
looks forward to working with suburban cities to deal with the funding shortfall 
facing Metro and the effect on future transit service. 
 

B. City Manager Testifies in Olympia 
Proposed legislation that the City has been working on to allow cities to create a 
public safety authority was heard at two legislative hearings the last week of 
January. 
 
Mike Martin spoke at the Senate Government Operations Committee hearing on 
January 25 and the House Local Government Committee hearing on January 26. The 
legislation would authorize cities to create a public safety authority, which would 
have a designated funding source strictly for police services.  The committee 
members asked questions and the City of Spokane Valley testified that they are also 
interested in the concept.  The proposal is expected to be the subject of more 
discussion this year. 
 

C. January 2011 Citizen Action Report (Pg. 93) 
Staff has prepared the January 2011 Citizen Action Report for Council (attached). 

 
D. Advisory Board Meeting Minutes (Pg. 101) 

The following approved advisory board meeting minutes are attached: 
 Burien Business & Economic Development Partnership Minutes for     

October 8, November 12, & December 10, 2010. 
 

E. Notices (Pg. 109) 
The following Notices have been published and copies are attached: 

 Notice of Application for Redevelopment of the existing El Dorado West 
Retirement Community.  To be considered as part of the staff report, written 
comments must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on February 23, 2011.  

 










































