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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: February 28, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. 73) 

On January 24, 2011, the Partnership for Prevention in collaboration with the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) released the latest edition of their publication, Leading 
by Example.   
of an employer that:  1) has effective and comprehensive worksite health promotion 
programs; and 2) has a CEO who believes that a healthy, productive workforce is a 
core part of the business strategy and is personally committed to leading efforts to 
integrate employee health into the workplace culture.  Association of Washington 
Cities Wellness staff nominated the City of Burien
employee-based program design, the variety of programs targeting all levels of 
readiness to engage, and our high employee participation marks.     
 

B. Wellness Contributes to Staff Productivity 
For years, published studies have indicated that worksite health promotion programs 
result in reduced employee absenteeism.  Now, Burien has concrete data to support 
this finding.  Since 2006, staff has tracked employee sick leave usage.  In addition, 
the City has achieved and maintained the WellCity designation beginning with its 
2008 Wellness program.  Overall, the City has experienced a 23% reduction in sick 
leave usage since 2007.   That translates into 16 additional hours of work per FTE 
(full-time equivalent) per year.   
 
In 2010, the City spent $2,400 on its Wellness Program.  Of that amount, $1,000 
came from the City and $1,400 was funded through various grant sources.   
Arguably, money well spent. 
 

C. City Celebrates National Wear Red Day 
City staff le
Day February 1st  4th.  The week included daily heart disease prevention tips and 
heart-healthy recipes; free blood pressure screenings; a lunch time healthy cooking 
demonstration; and, the National Wear Red 
heart disease prevention, 43 employees wore red and participated in a Wear Red Day 
photo shoot.    
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D. Two New Temporary Drainage Crew at Public Works 
The Public Works Maintenance Crew now includes two, new, temporary employees. 
They are Nic Everson and Chris Mesa. Nic is a newlywed (August 2010) from the 
City of Fife and Chris is a California transfer. Both started working on February 1st 
and will be working on the Drainage crew. 
 

E. Lora Lake Property; Department of Ecology (DOE) Meeting  February 11 
Burien Toyota Dealer, Dean Andersen and city staff met with Jeannie Summerhays, 
Regional Director of the Northwest DOE Regional Office and members of her staff 
in their Bellevue office. The purpose of this meeting was to learn more about the 
process and timing of the remedial cleanup of contaminated soils at the former Lora 
Lake Apartment site.  

 
F. AARP & United Way Provide Tax Preparation Assistance (Pg. 75) 

Free tax assistance and preparation for taxpayers with low- and middle- incomes is 
available from AARP from February 1 through April 15. You do not need to be an 
AARP member or a retiree to use this service. 
 
The Burien Library will be hosting AARP Tax-Aide  on Wednesdays from noon  
8:00 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room, and on Saturdays from 10:00 am  4:00 pm 
in the 1st floor multipurpose room. 
 
For more information, including what information to bring with you for assistance, 
see the AARP website:  http://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/info-02-
2011/still_havent_filed_wa.html 
 
United Way of King County is also offering free tax preparation.  Low and medium-
income individuals can receive assistance in their tax preparation from over 650 
volunteers who are trained and certified by the IRS.  Enclosed is a flyer showing 
locations and hours of operation. 
 

G. Arts Commission Seeks Council Support for Legislative Action on Arts Funding 
(Pg. 77) 
The Burien Arts Commission has 
and advocacy with the legislature to continue dedication of future lodging tax 
revenues for 4Culture's arts and heritage programs (see attached). If new legislation 
is not passed, the existing lodging tax law for King County will sunset and funding 

support of local arts organizations and cultural events is the basis of the Arts 
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H. City Arts Programs Receive $11,000 (Pg. 78) 
Burien Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) staff recently learned that 
4Culture has awarded an $11,000 sustained support annual grant to the City of 
Burien for 2011-12. This is the third year that 4Culture has awarded Burien this 

of 
$2,
summer outdoor concert series, Wild Strawberry Festival, and the Arts-A-Glow 
Lantern Festival. Although 4Culture experienced a 10% reduction in their own 

artistic merit a  and recommended that 
funding remain at the 2010 level. In addition to the amount given to the City, 
4Culture also allocated $15,670 to numerous Burien non-profit arts organizations for 
this same time period. 
 

I. Volunteers Turn Out for Arbor Lake Park Stewardship Event 
Along with numerous volunteers, local news photographer Michael Brunk turned out 
for a park and lake stewardship event at Arbor Lake Park recently. The County 
watershed steward (Dennis Clark) and Parks Department staff provided the 
organization, and a lot of neighbors and other volunteers turned out to provide some 
needed TLC at the park. About 32 folks turned out, and the slideshow is available at 
http://bit.ly/hdjnUg.  
 

J. Mothers from The Heights at Burien Apartments Enjoy BCC 
PaRCS staff recently developed a new partnership with New Futures to provide an 
exercise program for mothers residing at the Heights of Burien Apartments. 

historically served as the home for many refugee, immigrant, and economically-
challenged families. Most, if not all, of these mothers had never before participated 
in a city recreational program. On Friday morning, February 4, New Futures 
transported 15 mothers and their children to the Burien Community Center (BCC) 
for a Zumba exercise class, which will continue every other week through April. The 
moms enjoyed themselves while getting physically-active during this high-energy 

pate without 
child care, PaRCS staff have set up another room at BCC with play equipment for 

while their moms exercise. 
 

K.  
On Sat
sophisticated party atmosphere for dressed-up couples who danced, enjoyed 

-
et room provided a wonderful 

environment for this family special event. Different sessions were offered at 5:30 
and 7:30 pm, with 249 participants attending the event. 
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L. Seniors to Ride in Comfort and Style 
A new 14-passenger shuttle bus has been purchased by the City to provide a safe and 
comfortable riding vehicle for both senior program and youth recreational trips. 
Funding for the bus was included in the 2011-2012 budget. Before this purchase, the 
senior trip program was accommodated by used vans that were donated by King 
County. Although the city has retained a few of the King County vans, the new 
shuttle bus will provide much-needed leg and head room in addition to space for  
equipment, including walkers and other packages. Delivery of the bus is expected in 
early April.  

 
M. Historical Exhibit Features Burien Families 

The Highline Historical Society has installed a new exhibit in the back hallway of 

both business and leisure activities in Burien over the past century. Photos on display 
feature early storefronts, real estate enterprises, marching bands, team sports, and 
Independence Day celebrations. The exhibit will be up until August of 2011. 

 
N. Teen Participants Respond to Social Media 

Teen staff conducted an informal survey of 17 teens about their usage of social 
media and networking. In order of popularity, the teens reported they used (1) 
smartphones, (2) laptops, (3) iPod Touch, and (4) PCs to access the Internet. 
Additional uses included Facebook (17), YouTube (14), Myspace (12), and Twitter 

Programs on Facebook and Myspace to get information about upcoming events, 
part-time job opportuniti
and parti  

 
O. Archery Bistro Wins First-ever Soup Award 

recognized the restaurant providing the best-tasting soup, based on votes submitted 
by event participants. For recognition of this Award, the winner was given a 

-
their business for a year. The 2011 winner was Archery Bistro from Normandy Park. 

 
P. Skate Park Security Cameras to be Viewable by Public 

The public will be able to access the security cameras at the former community 
 in the future.  The previous system, 

which had been running for about 3 years, was available only to police and a few 

department moved to their new facility last spring.  As part of the effort to reconnect 
it, we decided to implement a Comcast business class internet service and expand the 
service to allow public access.  Once the new service is up and running, the link 

website.  
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Q. Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW)/Healthy Eating Active 

Living (HEAL) Grant Update 
Staff has been working on several tasks related to our Communities Putting 
Prevention to Work/Healthy Eating Active Living grant: 
 

1. Nutrition assessments for the (internal) city and the community have been 
completed. Evaluation results show an increasing awareness and 
improvement in nutritional practices and many opportunities to partner with 
the community to improve health for the city and community. 

2. Complete Streets training with over 20 participants educated attendees on the 
elements of complete streets as well as policy and design concepts to assist 
with developing a Complete Streets ordinance in Burien. Our codes and 
policies already incorporate many complete street elements. 

3. The Comprehensive Plan review for healthy eating and active living is 
underway. 

4. The Joint Use Agreement Inventory is completed.  The next steps are to 
identify areas of alignment for the Healthy Highline Communities Coalition 
partners and to begin developing a draft agreement. 

 
R. Shoreline Master Program Responsiveness Survey Submitted to Department of 

Ecology (DOE) 
City of Burien Staff have completed the Shoreline Master Program Responsiveness 
Summary and submitted the document to the Department of Ecology on Friday 
February 18, 2011.  The 20 page document contains approximately 180 individual 
comments that were compiled by DOE as a part of their public comment process.  
The table includes both oral comments that were received at the December 8, 2010 
hearing and any written comments received by DOE before the comment deadline.  
The responsiveness summary will be posted on the DOE and City web site. 
 
The next step in the process is for DOE to prepare a decision document which 
includes written findings and conclusions supporting their decision.  Ecology can 
either approve the SMP as submitted, deny it or approve with required and/or 
suggested changes.   They have 30 calendar days to complete their review (March 
20th). 
 

S. Vision for Burien Update (Pg. 79) 
The 20-member Vision for Burien Steering Committee started the City visioning 
process on February 1, 2011. Members shared some of their thoughts on Burien, 
present and future. The group also discussed the process and gave ideas for outreach. 
They will meet again on Tuesday, March 1 at City Hall.  
 
As part of the discovery phase of the process, we are putting together groups of 8-10 
people, called Affinity Groups. These groups will meet once in a focus-group style 
meeting to talk about a specific topic. The following topics will be discussed. 
 

 Business 



 
February 28, 2011 
Page 6 
 
 

R:\CM\CM Reports 2011\CM022811Final.docx 

 Seniors 
 Education 
 Arts 
 Medical/Wellness 
 20-Something 
 Recreation 
 Environment/Shoreline 
 Getting Around Town (Transportation) 
 Latino 

 
We have created a project website at www.burienwa.gov/vision4burien, which 
includes a place to sign-up for email updates and a short online survey at 
www.burienwa.gov/visionsurvey. So far, we have over 100 survey responses. One of 
the questions asks the respondent to describe Burien in one word. Based on those 
responses so far, staff created a "word cloud" image, which is attached to this report. 
The cloud gives greater prominence to words that were used most often. 
 
We also have a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/vision4burien and a Twitter 
account, www.twitter.com/Vision4Burien.  
 

T. Animal Control Services 

submitted a six-month notice to terminate the contract. In light of this, staff has 
released a request for proposals to provide some or all of the following animal 
control services: 

 Field Services 
 Sheltering 
 Veterinary Services 

 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) is online at http://www.burienwa.gov/publicnotices  
All submittals must be received by the City of Burien on or before 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, March 4, 2011, addressed to: 
Jenn Ramirez Robson 
City of Burien 
400 SW 152nd St., Suite 300 
Burien, WA 98166 
 
Or by E-mail to: JenniferR@burienwa.gov  
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. City Manager in Washington D.C. 
City Manager Mike Martin travelled to Washington D.C. February 16 - 18 to 
advance several city projects. Chief among them was the so-called Federal Aviation 
Pilot Project that would provide $5 million to four cities nationwide, perhaps 
including Burien, for redevelopment of properties around airports. The outlook is not 
encouraging; the new House membership 

-authorization Bill that would carry the funding. 
The Senate did. There is a small possibility that the House and the Senate will find a 
compromise and leave the project intact. We
considered  the timing of which is also uncertain. 
  

million already allocated for improvements to the SR 518/1st Ave intersection to the 
intersection at SR 518/DesMoines Memorial Drive. It is very unlikely those fund 
will be available to begin that new project. 

 
B. 

Program 
At the last Council meeting, Councilmember Block asked for information regarding 

 allows the City to tear down houses 
and do other kinds of expensive abatement.  
 
Several years ago, the way the Kent program worked was that the City put $50K in a 
revolving fund for the 
owner to do the abatement, the City could do the abatement work and then lien the 
property for the cost of the work. The City would recover the money when the 
property was sold.  
 
However, due to budgetary and efficiency factors the revolving fund is no longer in 
effect. Apparently, in recent years Kent has only done one abatement at its own 

working with property owners and helping them figure out how to do the abatements 
themselves. 

 
C. Metro Transit to Unveil Plan 

Committee (RTC) received a preliminary briefing by Metro staff on February 16, 
concerning their new draft Strategic Plan that will be officially unveiled by the 
County Executive on February 28.   
 
After the Executive delivers the draft Plan to the Council, the Regional Transit 
Committee is expected to spend the next four months discussing it and developing 
recommendations for the County Council. Metro staff has offered to brief our City 
Council on the proposed Strategic Plan whenever the Council would like. 
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The recommendations from the Regional Transit Task Force (RTTF) are forming the 
baseline for the new 10-year Strategic Plan. The new Plan will include goals, 

(as recommended by the Regional Transit Task Force). 
 

Metro prepare for their presentation to the Regional Transit Committee. Another 
staff briefing is scheduled for March. 
 

D. Sound Transit CEO at South County Chamber 
Members of the Southwest King County Chamber of Commerce on February 11 
learned about the challenges that Sound Transit (ST) is facing as it tries to 
implement its voter-approved ST2 Plan.  ST CEO Joni Earl told the Chamber 

ST2 Plan within their planned timeframe, especially in South King County.  On a 
more positive note, Ms. Earl said ST hopes to complete the Link light rail line 
extension to S. 200th earlier than first planned, so that it can open the same year as 
the University of Washington Link service.   
 

E. Cities Asked to Advocate for Public Health & CBDG Funding (Pg. 81) 
Significant state budget cuts are expected to affect public health services in King 
County, and members of the Suburban Cities Association Public Issues Committee 

vulnerable populations. At their February 9 meeting the PIC members, including 
Deputy Mayor Brian Bennett, received the attached draft letter for their City 

sideration, as an example of correspondence to send to legislators. If 
the Burien Council decides to submit a similar letter the Deputy Mayor will work 
with staff to accomplish that. 
 
Cities are also being asked to express support for funding the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. This program helps local communities 
with a variety of projects, such as sidewalks and parks in lower-income areas. The 

PIC members received a copy of a letter from national organizations asking the 
President to consider retaining the existing funding level for CDBG (attached).  In 
addition a proposal in the House would eliminate CDBG funding for the current 
fiscal year; cities are sending information to their Congressional delegation members 
about how their communities have made good use of CDBG funding. 
 
At the February meeting the PIC also agreed to provide immediate input to the 
Association of Washington Cities, to support efforts to address problems with public 
records requests. The PIC also recommended that the SCA Board support the 
renewal of the King County Veterans and Human Services Levy in 2011.   
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At its March meeting the PIC will consider two items brought up by Tukwila, related 
to legislative proposals affecting cities. The first would support efforts to help cities 
with binding interest arbitration, although the bill, HB 1377, did not pass out of 

ra
pension issue is still alive in Olympia until the budget is finalized at the end of 

on these matters. 
 

F. State of the Cities  2011 Report: An Update on City Infrastructure Systems 
We have received the above-titled report from the Association of Washington Cities.  
The report is 
review the document.   

 
G. Advisory Board Meeting Minutes (Pg. 83) 

The following approved advisory board meeting minutes are attached: 
 Art Commission Minutes for November 23, 2010. 

 
H. Notices (Pg. 85) 

The following Notices have been published and copies are attached: 
 Notice of Application of Type 1 Land Use Review, Height Standard Variance 

and SEPA Checklist Review for Construction of Burien Fire Station 28.  
Written comments must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on March 2, 2011.  
(See attachment.) 

 Notice that members of the City Council may be attending a Visioning 
Steering Committee meeting on Tuesday, March 1, 2011, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at Burien City Hall. 



 






























