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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: March 14, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Open House for SW 132nd Street Improvement Project (Pg. 23) 

All persons interested in the future improvements of SW 132nd St. between Ambaum 
Blvd. SW and Hazel Valley Elementary School are invited to an Open House to 
meet with city staff and project designers on March 21, anytime between 4:30 and 
7:00 p.m. at Burien City Hall, 1st Floor Meeting Room.  See attached notice for 
further details. 
 

B. Permit Activity Update 
 
Ross Dress for Less  
Ross Dress for Less was issued their building permit on March 2nd for tenant 
improvements at 15716 1st Ave. S.  According to the contractor Berman Bros., work 
is expected to begin around March 15th.  They are currently selecting their 
subcontractors and preparing to mobilize.  
 
Pep Boys  
Pep Boys have been issued a business license to open at 266 SW 153rd St.  (Big O 
Tires). 
 
Fred Meyer 
A building permit application was received March 4th to add additional gas pumps 
and canopy at the Fred Meyer on 1st Ave. S. 
 

C. Gray Whale Spotted at Seahurst Park 
On March 1, Marine Science Center instructor Joe Weiss reported the sighting of a 
40-ft. long grey whale feeding in the shallow sediments along the Seahurst Park 
shoreline. The whale, probably a male, was feeding at about 10am Tuesday morning 
and came as close as 100 ft. from the seawall and in about 20 ft. deep waters. At the 
time Joe was conducting classes and was able to bring the students out to the 
shoreline for a rare treat.  
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D. Volunteers Making Playgrounds Safer 
Members from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints came out to Chelsea 
and Lake Burien Parks on March 3 to help distribute 40 cubic yards of wood fiber 
throughout the two playgrounds. About 20 volunteers coordinated by PaRCS Adopt-
A-Park staff spread two very large piles of chips throughout the playgrounds for an 
even play surface and re-established the depth of surfacing that provides a safe fall 
zone around the equipment.  
 

E. Vandals Cause Damage at Seahurst Park 

caused about $700 worth of damage to the concrete surfacing. These vandals 
apparently pulled rocks from the adjacent retaining walls at the shelter to make a fire 
ring on the concrete. The heat from the fire caused the concrete underneath to 
actually explode and damage a 4 ft. square by 3 inches deep section of concrete. A 
large square of concrete will need to be cut out and removed, in order to re-pour new 
material. PaRCS staff are proceeding to make the repairs to the concrete surface. 

 
F. Healthy Highline Communities Update 

 The Healthy Highline Communities Coalition (HHCC) is moving forward on 
inter-jurisdictional collaboration, starting with Joint Use Agreements for 
facility usage at the cities of Burien, SeaTac, Normandy Park, Des Moines 
and the Highline School District. Facility inventories have been completed by 
each city and a draft agreement will be created for feedback and input 
sometime in early April. 

 The HHCC will be part of a focus group to test public health messages about 
Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW) for the King County 
region. The Focus Groups convene the week of March 14. 

 The CPPW baseline assessment for the food retail environment in South 
King County was released this week which included Burien. Data that was 
overlaid with the food retail data included prevalence of diabetes, % of adults 
overweight and obese, % of adults lacking adequate daily consumption of 
fresh fruits and vegetables. This information will be used to assess the food 
environment and access to healthful food choices in Burien as part of the 
Healthy Eating Active Living CPPW grant. 

 The review of the Comprehensive Plan for opportunities that support healthy 
eating and active living has begun. 

 
 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. Advisory Board Meeting Minutes (Pg. 25) 
Approved minutes from the following advisory board are attached: 

 Business & Economic Partnership minutes from January 14 & January 28, 
2011. 














