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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: March 28, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Electronic Data to be Sent to County Assessor 

Last Fall King County Assessor Lloyd Hara reached out to all the cities in King 
County, requesting that we send our permit and land use data to his office 
electronically.  In the past, we made paper copies of this information and mailed it in 
at the end of every month.  To answer this request, our IS Division has been working 
wit  On April 1st we 
will begin sending the data electronically from our permit tracking system to get the 
data on the Assessor tax rolls sooner and much more efficiently. 
 

B. Permit Activity Update 
During the week of March 7-11 the City received building permit applications for 
construction of six new single family residences. All six are located in the North 
Highline portion of the city.  

 
C. Army Corp Asked to Support Seahurst Project (Pg. 41) 

Attached is a letter that was recently sent to the Army Corps of Engineers; it is 
jointly signed by a number of agency representatives and expresses their support for 
the Seahurst Park Seawall Removal and Beach Restoration Project. It asks the Corps 
to make this project a priority as it allocates its federal resources in the coming year. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Parks Department Director, Michael 
Lafreniere, at 206-988-3703. 

 
D. Part 150 Noise Study Open House at Port of Seattle 

The fourth in a series of public events for Sea-Tac Airport's Part 150 Noise Study 
will be April 9 at Sea-Tac Airport's Arrivals Hall. The Part 150 Study is looking at 
ways to reduce aircraft noise impacts on communities around Sea-Tac Airport. Drop 
by anytime between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.   
  
At the open house, there will be a number of stations staffed by Port staff and 
consultants where the public can learn more about the study's findings and potential 
recommendations. Participants can also sign up for airfield bus tours throughout the 
day. 
  

400 SW 152nd St., Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-  (206) 248-5539 
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The Arrivals Hall is at the south end of the main terminal, baggage claim level.  
Parking will be validated.   
 

E. Updated B&O Tax Return 
The Finance Department has been working with our B&O Tax consultant to update 
the B&O Tax Return form to be more user-friendly. The ambiguous text in the box 
at the top of the form has been changed to a three-question flowchart that guides 
users through completion of the form. The new forms will be mailed to businesses 
beginning in late March or early April.  Thanks to Councilmember Robison for the 
suggestion. 

 
F. ARTalk Held for Local Nonprofits 

-sponsored 
enter on 

March 17.   Organizational consultant and South King County Cultural Coalition 

Board member roles, the individual skill-sets needed by board members, categories 
of le
 Regular ARTalks have developed for these groups by City staff based a desired 

 
 

G. Registration Happening for B-Patch Community Garden Program 
On March 21, registration opened for new gardeners wishing to rent a plot for this 

  The B-Patch was designed in 2010 with Sustainable Burien and is 
located adjacent to the Annex on 144th Street.  The B-Patch has 31 plots, with 21 
reserved to date. Registration will continue for plot vacancies on a first-come, first-
served basis. 
 

H.  

participate without needing to pay the registration fee and also provided a free pair 
of new running shoes from Big 5 sports store.  

and the excessively-rainy weather.  Teen 
Program Recreation Leader Meagan Schmieder organized this effort and also ran 
with the teens during the race. 

 
I. Transform Burien Serving Homeless Families 

Transform Burien (T.B.) is a cooperative group of 10 churches located in the 
Burien/Highline are and one of the leased tenants at the Annex building,  
Community Outreach Center is located at the Annex and provides a full dinner, 
distribution of canned grocery goods, and clothing for families every Sunday and 
Wednesday afternoons.  Approximately 250 and 60 families are served each Sunday 
and Wednesday, respectively. With plans to expand service to local families, T. B. 
will be developing a resource center to provide tutoring and assistance for youth, 
counseling and job training opportunities for adults, on-site mobile medical and 
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living alone by connecting them with volunteer opportunities.  Additionally, T.B. 
plans to become certified this fall as a Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) to assist the city in providing emergency services as needed. 

 
J. New Teen Late Night Programs Locations 

The City has provided both a Friday program at the Community Center and a 
Saturday program at Sylvester Middle School for more than 10 years.  Over the past 
several months, the number of teens dropping-in to the Friday program had exceeded 

  Concurrently, the 
Principal and Community Resource Officer from Highline High School had 
contacted Parks staff about offering an additional program at their site.  As a result, 
the Friday program recently moved to Sylvester M.S. and the Saturday program was 
relocated to Highline H.S. An additional benefit of the location change has been the 
opportunity to offer physical recreation for the teens, due to gymnasium availability 
at both schools. This expands program options for the teens, since only passive 
recreational activities were able to be provided at the Community Center. 

 
K. Spring Recreation Guide Now Available 

and dropped off at community locations the week of March 21.  In addition to the 
volume of Community Center drop-in opportunities, site-based programs at 
Cedarhurst, Hazel Valley, Hilltop, Highline, and Sylvester Schools, and specialized 

include 243 individual class or trip options for preschool-aged children through older 
adults. 
 

L. Earth Hero Award For City-Highline School District-Environmental Science 
Center Project 

School teacher Beverly Mowrer for her participation in a park project organized by 
City Adopt-A-Park Coordinator Lisa Aumann and the Environmental Science 
Center. Ms. Mowrer used this project to develop classroom learning about native 
plants and habitats, plant identification and care, removal of invasive plant species, 
restoring park areas, and water testing.  She then integrated this instruction by taking 
her students outside to work in the adjacently-located Salmon Creek Park. 
 
An additional on-site experience was then provided at Salmon Creek Ravine. 
Students removed invasive plants over 14,000 square feet of park land and replanted 
9000 square feet with 200 native plants that were grown in their school nursery.  
King County Executive Dow Constantine will be awarding Ms. Mowrer her award 
on April 14. 
 

M. Overlay Project Continues 
Pavement grinding on 128th St. has begun.  We are performing this work at night 
because that affords a much diminished traffic control problem.  The work will be 
noisy and dusty, and people living next to the work area will be bothered for one 
night while the work progresses past their homes.  This work phase will take up to 
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five nights.  th St. 
and go east to Des Moines Memorial Drive. 
 
In addition to the grinding, night work will include sweeping and placement of 
temporary pavement marking.   During the days following the grinding, 
installing traffic signal loops, performing crack sealing and making deep pavement 
repairs as necessary.  
 
Sometime around the first week of April 2011, 
128th St.  At the same time, th Ave SW / Ambaum 
Blvd SW, starting at SW 112th St. and moving south.  The grinding scenario on 16th 
Ave SW and Ambaum Blvd will be the same as on 128th St.  Asphalt overlay will 
then be installed on Ambaum Blvd SW.  The plan is to perform this grinding and 
overlay with night work.   
 

N. Waste Management Rate Schedule Effective June 1, 2011 (Pg. 43) 
The City received the attached letter transmitting the new rate schedule that will 
become effective June 1, 2011.   
 

O. City Hosts Successful Blood Drive  March 22 
The City of Burien was host to Puget Sound Blood Center on Tuesday, March 22nd, 
sponsoring a blood drive from 10 a.m.  4 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  The drive 
was extremely successful, with 30 donors, four of whom were first timers.  Up to 90 

next blood 
drive is scheduled for Thursday, July 28, 2011.   
 
 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. Update on Metrics Request 
The Finance Department is still collecting the metrics requested by Councilmember 
Block and discussed by the Council at the March 7 Council meeting. We hope to 
present the data to Council in early or mid-April. 

 
B. Significant Issues Before Suburban Cities (Pg. 51) 

Councilmember Gerald (Jerry) Robison represented Burien at the March 9 meeting 
of the Suburban Cities Association Public Issues Committee (SCA PIC).  Senior 
officials from King County Metro provided a briefing on the current effort to update 

available at http://metro.kingcounty.gov/planning.  PIC members raised a concern 

changed since then. 
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Seattle/King County Board of Health is considering, to inform land use and 
transportation planners of strategies to improve the health of residents and 
communities in King County. PIC members expressed concern that guidelines not 
become unfunded mandates. 
 

plans for one-year and multi-year rate increases (see the item on Solid Waste Rates 
below).  The Mayor also provided the PIC information on the work being done by 
the Puget Sound Partnership's South Central Action Area Caucus (SCAAC).  This 
30-member group is being tasked with providing input from King County agencies, 
business groups and non-profits to advise the Partnership how best to proceed with 
habitat protection and restoration plans and projects as well as implement reduction 
of pollution into streams, rivers and Puget Sound.   
 
PIC received a briefing on King County Visitor Tax Legislation (HB 1997), still in 
play in the Legislature.  This item was discussed at the February 28th City Council 
meeting, with the Council asking for clarification on how the bill was being 
presented.  The attached hand-out from the March 9 PIC meeting provides further 
information.  Mayor McGilton notes that Burien clearly benefits from continuing 
funds from 4-Culture, for the Wild Strawberry Festival, Arts AGlow and other 
community events; the City secures a minimum of $11,000 per year for its arts and 
culture activities, and independent arts organizations receive additional funds. 
 
The PIC has also recommended the nomination of Burien Councilmember Gerald 
Robison to serve on the Joint Recommendations Committee (JRC), which is 
responsible for deciding the distribution of federal Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds for housing and human service programs for many cities in 
King County. 
 

C.  
Mayor Joan McGilton attended the monthly meeting of the King County 
Metropolitan Solid Waste Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) on March 11th.   
MSWMAC, represented by 22 member cities, is in early discussions with the King 
County Solid Waste Division to update the current Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with 
King County, which governs the current regional solid waste system.   
 
The Solid Waste Division is exploring a one-year rate increase for 2012, to be 
followed by exploration of a multi-year increase in 2013-2015, to finance operations 
and future upgrades for transfer station facilities that are approaching the end of a 
50-year life span.   
 
The proposed one-year rate will increase the residential one-can rate by $0.76 per 
month.  The current ILA, signed by 37 member cities in 1989, expires in 2028. In 
addition to rates, governance and operations recommendations will be forwarded to 
cities for adoption in October 2011 and to the King County Council in spring 2012. 
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D. Notices (Pg. 53) 
The Notices below have been issued: 

 Notice of Local Improvement District No. 3: Notice of Proposed 
Improvement and Hearing Thereon; Notice is given that the City of Burien, 
WA, pursuant to Resolution No. 319, adopted February 28, 2011, declared its 
intention to initiate the formation of Local Improvement District No. 3 to 
construct standard street and drainage improvements on SW 116th Place 

th Ave. SW, and to assess 
the cost and expense of those improvements against the property in that 
district specially benefited thereby. 

 
The public hearing upon the proposed improvements will be held before the 
City Council in the Council Chambers of City Hall in Burien, Washington, at 
7:00 p.m., local time on Monday, April 4, 2011. 
 
All persons desiring to speak for or against the proposed improvements and 
formation of the Local Improvement District are notified to appear and 
present those objections at that hearing. 
 

 Notice of Rescheduled Meeting and Location Change 

cancelled its meeting scheduled for Friday, March 25, 2011.  The meeting 

15212 6th Ave. SW. 






























