
CITY OF BURIEN 
AGENDA BILL 

 
 

Agenda Subject: Report on the Request from Shorewood Property 
Owners Adjacent to Public Right-of-Way (ROW) to Have the Property 
Vacated as authorized under RCW 35.79 
 

Meeting Date:  April 25th, 2011 

Department:  
Public Works 

Attachments:  
Public Works Staff Report 
for the Proposed Vacation 
including map 

Fund Source: Property Owners share the Cost  
Activity Cost: $ Not known yet 
Amount Budgeted: None to Date $0 
Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A Contact:   

Larry R. Blanchard, Director 
 
Telephone: (206) 248-5515 
 
Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes             No   X     Initiative Description: N/A  

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
 
Owners of property adjacent to the existing ROW owned by the City of Burien as shown on the attached map have 
asked that a portion of this ROW be vacated back to these properties utilizing the Petition Method of the ROW 
Vacation Request. 
 
BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  
 
In January 2011, the Public Works Department received a petition signed by property owners along a portion of 
Shorewood Drive asking the City to vacate that portion of Shorewood Drive described in the petition. Public Works 
Staff proceeded under Chapter 35.79 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) to prepare a staff report identifying 
the conditions by which the City would agree to said vacation.  
 
Upon further investigation, the Public Works Department determined that there are too many utilities in this section 
of Public Right-of-Way. Remaining property, after the necessary easements were granted back to the utility owners, 
would be too small to be of use by the petitioners, and the cost of said vacation quite high for such a small remnant 
property. 
 
 
OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   
1) Continue with the petition vacation process and authorize the City Clerk to establish a date and time for a Public  
 Hearing to obtain comments from those that support and those that oppose the ROW vacation.  
2) Accept Public Works Staff Report recommending the City do not vacate this piece of property.  
3) Include Option 2 and work with the petitioners to landscape this area in a manner acceptable by both the 
 petitioners and the City, and create a maintenance program for this area that reduces the impact of City 
 maintenance staff. 
 
Administrative Recommendation: Option 3) not vacate the Public Right-of-Way, but work with the petitioners to 
landscape the area and provide for maintenance in a joint effort by the Shorewood neighborhood and the City.   
Committee Recommendation:  N/A 
  
Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:  None required. 

Submitted by:   Larry Blanchard     Mike Martin 
Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

:  April 20th, 2011 File Code: R:/CC/AgendaBill 2011/042511 
VacationShorewood 

 



 














