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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: April 25, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Vision for Burien Update 

On Saturday, April 16, city staff, along with consultants Brian Scott and Susan 
Milan, hosted a lively community forum on the vision for Burien. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents can participate in similar visioning activities at these upcoming forums: 
Tuesday, April 26 
Hazel Valley Elementary 
402 S.W. 132nd St. 
5:30 - 6:25 p.m.  Visioning Open House 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Guided Program 
 
Saturday, May 7 
Southern Heights Elementary 
11249 - 14th Ave. S. 
10 - 10:55 a.m.  Visioning Open House 
11 a.m. - Noon  Guided Program 
 
You can find information and updates on the Vision for Burien project at 
www.burienwa.gov/vision4burien. 
 

400 SW 152nd St., Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-  (206) 248-5539 
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B. Group Health Expansion 
Economic Development Manager, Dick Loman, has been appointed to a Group 
Health Study Advisory Committee comprised of 25 senior Group Health officials, 
medical personnel, and local supporters. Group Health corporate is planning a $24 
million expansion of the Burien Clinic at its present location, 140 SW 146th St. 
Group Health plans to transform patient care at the new Burien Medical Center 
through an innovative building design approach they call Production Preparation 
Process. The new Center is expected to have a professional staff of 75 and serve up 
to 15,000 patients a year in Burien. Ground breaking is anticipated mid 2013. 

 
C. Comprehensive Plan Update 

The Community Development Department is continuing to work with the Planning 
Commission on the Growth Management Act (GMA)-required review of our 
Comprehensive Plan.  Work to-date has involved identifying mandatory, desired and 
optional edits to incorporate GMA changes, Puget Sound Regional Council
2040, the King County Countywide Planning Policies (which are also currently 
being revised), and locally-desired changes.  We are also analyzing how to 
streamline the Plan as well as re-format to incorporate the outcome from our current 
visioning process. 

 
D. Burien to Receive Wireless System Upgrades 

AT&T Mobility has applied for land use and construction permits to upgrade the 
equipment and antennas at their existing Burien cell sites to the next-generation 4G 
system.  This will provide improved coverage and quality for Burien users.   
 

E. Fresh Produce Available at the Community Center 
Beginning in May, local residents can get fresh organic produce and local artisan 
foods delivered conveniently at the community center. Residents can sign-up online 
to receive routine delivery of customized orders containing fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Mo
centers, the Burien Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department has 

Farm-to-Table produce. Boxes will be delivered there on Tuesday mornings, and 
members will be able to pick up their boxes on Tuesdays from 3  7 pm or 
Wednesdays from 8:30 am  2 pm. The PaRCS Department is hopeful this 
partnership will bring new community members into the facility and expose them to 
its programs, provide a healthy service, and to promote good nutrition in the 

 
 

F. St. Francis of Assisi School 6th Grade Class  Neighborhood Matching Fund 
Grant Recipient 
St. Francis o th Grade Class with teacher Michael Stein-Ross has been 
awarded a Neighborhood Matching Fund Grant.  The $5,000 award will be used to 

nd St. 
and 20th Avenue SW.  Students and neighborhood volunteers will construct the 
garden by removing the poor draining soil, laying out new rain garden soil mix and 
planting native species.  Additionally, the students will design and install interpretive 
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signs which will describe specific plants and the rain garden as a whole.  There will 
also be benches, a woodchip pathway, and a mural installed to create a mini-park 
setting.  The garden will be maintained by students at the school as part of their 
science curriculum. 

 
G. City Celebrates Arbor Day on April 13 

The City celebrated Arbor Day and held a remembrance ceremony at Seahurst Park. 
Burien City Councilmember Rose Clark provided the official City proclamation of 
Arbor Day and spoke of the value of our urban forests. Other speakers on the value 
of trees and our urban forests included James Freed representing the Washington 
Community Forestry Council, Michael Lafreniere and Myron Clinton representing 
the PaRCS Department. The annual ceremony included the planting of a western 
Hemlock tree in remembrance of Jay Powers, a TruGreen Landcare employee who 
passed away in December. Mr. Powers had provided the City of Burien park system 
with 10 years of dedicated service and was well known by staff and many regular 
park visitors.   

 
H. B-Patch Community Garden  Season Two 

A B-Patch gardener orientation was held on April 12 and all of the 31 plots have 
been filled. This season PaRCS will have 12 new gardeners, who filled all of the 
plots vacated and no one had to be turned down. At the orientation they discussed 
general garden use, volunteer hours within the garden, community projects to keep 
the space in good shape, and the establishment of a garden board to assist with work 
projects and communications. 

 
I. Parks Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan Process is Underway 

The PROS plan update process has started with the selection of a consultant 
(Beckwith Consulting Group) and participation in the recent Vision-for-Burien 
community forums. An initial resident survey has been developed and distributed at 
the forums, as well as linked to the PROS Plan webpage at 
www.burienwa.gov/ParksPlan. The PROS plan update will include a combination of 
public meetings and surveys to help clarify community needs and desires related to 
city recreation and parks facilities and services. Another important component of the 
plan will be inventory work of our assets, which has begun with assistance of public 
works staff and volunteers performing GIS work. Besides being a very useful tool in 
evaluating the status of the park system and clarifying future direction, a PROS plan 
update every 6 years is a state requirement to be eligible for state and federal grants. 
The PaRCS Department has successfully acquired several million dollars since the 
last plan update for projects such as Seahurst Park shoreline south and north, and 
Mathison Park trails and playground. 
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J. Collaborative Program Receives Recognition 
Washington Recreation and Park Association (WRPA) will be recognizing the Camp 
Wrinkle Ranch program for its excellence in programming at the upcoming WRPA 
conference April 26-
recreation departments and offers a unique 3-day, 2-night camping experience each 
September for seniors with a focus on health and wellness.  Burien has been 
participating in the program for eight years. 
 

K. Recreation Registration System Upgrade 
PaRCS and IT staff have been busy over the last several weeks working with 
software vendor Active Network

level of technical expertise and significant staff time. The upgrade will enable the 
online registration system to be more customer-friendly. 
 
CLASS is used by many other cities and agencies, not only in the region but 
throughout the country.  The City has been using CLASS for approximately eight 
years. 
 

L. Teen Staff Receive Training 
Staff attended a Washington Recreation and Park Association Teen Services retreat 
in March at Bellevue City Hall. Educational sessions included Tween Programming, 

-6. Staff concluded the 
day by participating on an indoor ropes course. 
 

M. Walk With Ease Program to be Offered Through PaRCS 
PaRCS will offer a new low-impact fitness program to be lead by an experienced 
volunteer and Burien resident. This program takes participants on neighborhood 
sidewalks and paved trails in local parks. In addition to the physical benefits, the 
program also educates each participant on the benefits of walking, in terms of how to 
chart progress, correct methods to stretch, and more healthful tips. Walk with Ease 
participants will also be eligible for the Shape Up Burien discount, which reduces 
the program registration fee by $10 for inactive older adults. The Shape Up program 
is a collaboration between King County Emergency Services and PaRCS in an effort 
to increase physical balance and reduce falls.   
 

N. State Auditor is Here 

financial statements for 2010.  He will be on site from mid April through June.  In 
conjunction with his annual audit of the financial statements, he will review our 
internal controls and compliance with federal and state regulations. Staff has been 
working hard to record the value of the additional infrastructure added as a result of 
the North Burien annexation. The city pays $35,000 for this state-mandated audit. 
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O. New Airport Parking Lot Under Construction 
We have received several calls about construction occurring along the north side of 
So. 140th St. west of Des Moines Memorial Dr.  The project is a 462-stall park and 
fly lot on four acres in the Northeast Redevelopment Area.  A clear and grade permit 
(#BLD-10-1930) was issued on January 21 for removal of trees.  Site improvement 
plans are currently under review (#BLD-11-0582 and BLD-11-0583).  The status of 
these permits can be tracked online at www.mybuildingpermit.com.   

 
 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. Mayor Participates in Discussions of Future Metro Transit Service 

Transit Committee (elected officials from the suburban cities, Seattle and King 
County) to a special workshop held at the Burien City Council Chambers on April 7, 
2011. The Burien workshop was one of a series the Regional Transit Committee 
(RTC) is holding on the proposed Strategic Plan for King County Metro Transit.   
 
This Plan will determine how transit service will be reduced, increased or 
restructured in future years, depending on the funding available for service. The loss 
of sales tax revenues in recent years has led to the potential need to cut an estimated 
600,000 hours of transit service in King County, starting next year, if no additional 
funding is sec 17.  
 
At the workshops Metro staff is walking the RTC through proposed service 
guidelines, which look at productivity, geographic value and social equity as factors 
for determining the amount of service to be provided around the County. Metro is 
trying to ensure that all communities and major transit destinations will remain 
connected, even with significant service reductions. 
 

the countywide cuts would be about 23% of the total Metro transit service available. 
People who ride on routes that Metro has identified as the lowest in productivity will 
probably experience less frequent bus service, and/or may no longer have particular 
bus routes operating at all. 
 
Metro staff will give a brief presentation on the Strategic Plan to the City Council 
at the meeting on May 2, 2011. The Regional Transit Committee must take action 
on the proposed Plan at their meeting in June.  

 
B. Major Regional Issues Heard at Suburban Cit  April 13 (Pg. 53) 

Councilmember Jerry Robison represented Burien at the April 13 meeting of the 
Suburban Cities Association Public Issues Committee (SCA PIC).   
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A major issue brought to the PIC concerned the preliminary SCA policy position on 

Regional Transit Committee (RTC), chaired by Mayor McGilton, recommended that 

listing the conditions). PIC members were asked to bring this position statement to 
their Councils for review and possible input. Since the RTC is still getting more 
information from Metro the RTC Caucus might recommend changes to the position 
statement before the PIC takes final action in May or June. 
 
At its next meeting the PIC is scheduled to take action on the policy position related 

Councilmembers have questions or concerns they should raise them for discussion at 
a Council meeting prior to the May 11 PIC meeting.  
 

Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Karen Ferreira, to complete an unexpired 
term on the Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC). Cities were 
encouraged to nominate officials to serve on the Radio Executive Policy Committee, 
which is working on ways to provide wireless voice and data services to meet local 
public safety needs.   
 
PIC members were also encouraged to ask the King County Solid Waste Division 
for a briefing for their City Council on changes to the Solid Waste Comprehensive 
Plan.  PIC members were also given information on the 2011 budget reductions 
affecting King County criminal justice agencies (attached). 
Finally, Councilmembers might be interested in participating in a special community 

-
 

 
C. Special Joint Meeting on Metro Action Plans  April 13, 2011 

The proposed King County Metro Transit Strategic Plan was the subject of a special 
joint meeting of officials on the boards that work on transportation issues in three 
sub-areas of King County (South, East and West). Public Works Director Larry 
Blanchard represented Burien. The two-hour meeting occurred on April 13, 2011, at 
the Mercer Island Community Center.   
 
The key questions and concerns raised at the meeting included: 
 

 Clarify the reasons for weights assigned to criteria being used to determine 
the future level of bus service throughout King County (productivity, 
geographic value and social equity). 

 Make sure the criteria are balanced and equitable. 
 Ensure sufficient service to suburban park-and-ride lots. 
 Recognize that there is unaddressed demand for bus service in areas of the 

County that have never had enough service to build up ridership. 
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 Provide more information on potential alternative ways to serve outlying 
areas. 

 Use the most current ridership data for determining changes in service levels.  
 Show coordination with other transit agencies, such as Sound Transit and 

 
 Make sure the methodology for determining service cuts or future additions 

is transparent and objective. 

D. Puget Sound Regional Council Staff Visit Burien 
The Transportation Planning Director and other staff from the Puget Sound Regional 
Council (PSRC) traveled to Burien on April 6 for a meeting and a tour of Burien 
transportation projects. 
 
Burien Public Works Director Larry Blanchard and Government Relations Specialist 
Lisa Clausen arranged the meeting to show the PSRC staff how the City has been 
using the federal funds the City obtained through the PSRC.  Among the projects 
seen on the tour were the 4th Avenue SW sidewalk improvements between SW 153rd 
and SW 156th Streets, the Town Square streets, and the location of future 1st Avenue 
South improvements (between SW 146th and SW 140th Streets). 
 
City staff also used the tour as an opportunity to explain the proposed interchange 
improvements at SR 518/Des Moines Memorial Drive.  The PSRC staff said they 
will work with the Washington State Department of Transportation on adding this 
project to the Regional Transportation Plan (Transportation 2040) in order to help 
secure project funding in the future. 
 
Larry also advised the PSRC staff that the City is starting work on a Transportation 
Master Plan, a 25-year plan including transit, freight, pedestrian/bicycle facilities, 

committee; the City will ask its neighbor cities and partners to participate, including 
WSDOT and PSRC.   
 

E. Construction and Land Use Permit Activity Report for 1st Quarter 2011  
(Pg. 59) 
Attached is the Construction and Land Use Permit Activity Report for 1st Quarter 
2011.  

 
F. Notices (Pg. 67) 

The following Notices have been published: 
 Members of the Burien City Council, Planning Commission, the Arts 

Commission, the Parks & Recreation Board, and the Business & Economic 
Development Partnership may be attending Community Visioning Forums on 
April 26, and May 7.   

 Notice of Decision for applicant Maria Ottolino, Property Owner, for a short 
subdivision of .69 acres (30,000 sq. ft.) into 4 lots for detached single-family 
dwellings in the R6 zone.  Approved with conditions. 
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 Cancellation of Planning Commission meeting scheduled for April 26, 2011. 






































