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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: May 23, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. MyBuildingPermit.com to Expand Online Permitting 

Building staff is working with MyBuildingPermit.com on the next phase of on-line 
permit submittals which will expand the types of permits that are offered on-line 
through the MyBuildingPermit.com website. Currently, only simple plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical and re-roof permits are available. The new edition will allow 
more complex permit applications including those that need a plan check to be 
processed via the internet. Master Builders, developers and our design community 
have been asking for and are in support of the service.  Burien will be one of the first 
Cities to go live this summer along with Kirkland and Snohomish County.  
 

B. Public Works Crew Celebrates its First Year 
The month of May 2011 marks the first year in business of the Public Works 
Maintenance Crew. During the past year the crew has done striping work on SW 
152nd and 153rd Streets in the downtown area; taken over the landscape maintenance 
and pond maintenance that was previously contracted out; taken over mowing within 
the City;  and: 
 
1) Picked up and hauled 200 tons of litter. 
2) Cleaned 1200 signs. 
3) Replaced 150 signs that were vandalized. 
4) Laid down 3,000 pounds of thermoplastics. 
5) Replaced 12,500 Raised Pavement Markings. 
6) Inspected 213,296 LF of sidewalks. 
7) Replaced 915 LF of guardrail. 
8) Crack-sealed over 700,000 LF of pavement. 
9) Mowed 28,000,000 SF of Right-of-Way. 

10) Weed eaten over 1,000,000 SF of area. 
11) Removed 40 dangerous trees. 
12) Snow plowed and de-iced over 100 lane miles of roadway this winter. 
13) Removal of 1,362,240 SF of noxious weeds. 
14) Inspected 137,400 LF of drainage pipe. 
15) Replaced over 9,000 LF of drainage pipe. 
16) Cleaned 22,000 LF of drainage ditches. 

400 SW 152nd St., Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-  (206) 248-5539 

www.burienwa.gov 



 
May 23, 2011 
Page 2 
 
 

R:\CM\CM Reports 2011\CM052311Final.docx 

C. Successful Clean Sweep Event (Pg. 105) 
Attached is the 2011 Clean Sweep results which also show a year-to-year 
comparison. 

 
D. City of Burien No Longer Contracts Out for Landscape Maintenance 

Street landscaping and mowing is now maintenance 
crews. The side-boom mower is up and running fulltime, 4 to 5 days a week. The 
City has been divided in half at 140th Street and the north and south ends are mowed 
on alternate weeks. A mowing crew consists of the operator in the mower and two 
ground workers who do the weed-eating and trash pick-up. 

 
E. Draft Vision Open House  June 13 

The City Council met with the Vision for Burien Steering Committee on May 17 to 
discuss community input and create draft statements for the Vision. Residents can 
view and comment on the Draft Vision at an Open House on Monday, June 13, at the 
first floor multi-purpose room at City Hall in Burien Town Square. The Draft Vision 
will also be on display at the City of Burien booth at the Wild Strawberry Festival, 
June 18 & 19 in Town Square. The City Council is scheduled to adopt the vision at 
its June 20 meeting. For information, go to www.burienwa.gov/vision4burien. 

 
F. Deadline Approaching for Pet License Renewal 

Burien dog and cat owners are reminded that City of Burien pet licenses must be 
purchased or renewed before June 30. Pet licenses are required for all dogs and cats 
6 months of age or older. Pet owners who currently have King County licenses are 
required to purchase a City of Burien pet license. Owners who purchased City 
licenses after July 2010 when the City took over animal care and control from King 
County must have their City licenses renewed. The cost is $20 a year for altered pets 
(documentation required) and $50 a year for unaltered pets. Senior citizens can 
obtain lifetime licenses for $15 (if your pet has been altered). You can license your 
pet online at license renewal or at City Hall, 400 SW 152nd St., third floor. Past 
licensees can expect to receive a renewal reminder notice and form in the mail.  
 
City records show that there are currently 6,347 pet licenses for altered pets and 718 
for unaltered pets.  

 
G. Burien Geographic Information System (GIS) Staff Wins Award 

GIS professionals called the Washington Urban & Regional Information Systems 
Association or WAURISA.  The map that was submitted for consideration was the 
Burien 540AM Radio Coverage map, which is also .  
There were other map submittals from around the region and neighboring 
jurisdictions, including State agencies.  At the end of the conference, attendees chose 
the best map that specifically demonstrated GIS analysis. 
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WAURISA is a non-profit association of GIS professionals using geospatial 
technology to solve problems in state, regional and local government.  Their purpose 
is to recognize, support and encourage professional growth through education, 
communication, technical development and service to its members and others in the 
field of geospatial and information technology. 

 
H. Lake Burien Comprehensive Plan Amendment Appeal 

untimeliness and lack of jurisdiction. The Board granted the motion on both bases, 
although either one was sufficient to dismiss the case. 
 

 
 

ling can be appealed to King County Superior Court. However, it is 

consistent with applicable Washington appellate court decisions. 
 

I. Community Center Rentals Doing Well 
PaRCS Department staff report that rentals of rooms at the new Community Center 
are doing very well and consequently rental revenue is up significantly. As 
compared to the old facility, the new Center is being utilized by the community and 
private groups quite regularly for meetings and private events. For example, on 
Saturday, May 14, there were six rentals happening all on the same day, scheduled in 
the Shorewood, Lakewood, and Seahurst Rooms. The building opened at 7:30 am 
and was going until 1:00 am that night. Looking forward, there are only two 
Saturdays free in July and August. This level of service and the need to manage this 
level of demand has been a significant challenge to existing capacity and resources. 
 

J. Sewer District Construction Well Underway at Seahurst Park 
At this time, the parking lots and other public areas in Seahurst Park are 
experiencing significant impacts as a result of the Southwest Suburban Sewer 

existing sewer lines, slip-lining other segments, and preparing a building site for a 
new sewage pump station. PaRCS and Public Works staff are closely managing the 
impacts of the project on the public and are in close coordination with the Sewer 
District.  
 

K. 2010 Human Services Report (Pg. 107) 
Staff has provided the attached 2010 Human Services Report for Council. 
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. Suburban Cities Weigh in on Transit and Other Regional Issues (Pg. 111) 
The future of Metro Transit service and other major issues came up for discussion by 
representatives of more than 25 suburban cities on May 11. City Councilmember 
Jerry Robison represented Burien at the monthly meeting of the Public Issues 
Committee (PIC) of the Suburban Cities Association (SCA).  
 

PIC decided that SCA should pursue specific weights for the factors of productivity, 
geographic value and social equity, as Metro makes decisions on transit service 
reductions or future additions.  [The day following the PIC meeting, the SCA Board 

 
 
The Committee also discussed whether to support a levee certification/accreditation 
policy under consideration by the King County Flood Control District.  
Representatives of Green River Valley cities expressed concern over the potential 
effects of delaying such a policy.  The PIC tabled the recommendation, but decided 
to take action at the next meeting on another proposal, to support Flood Control 
District capital funding for the Seattle Seawall project. 
 
Cities were also asked to review information about a Domestic Violence Initiative 
Protection Order Checklist, and on t
victims without immigration status (see the attached documents).   

 
B. Monthly Permit Activity (Pg. 117) 

Attached is a summary of the number and types of construction permits issued for 
the month of April. 
 

C. Advisory Board Meeting Minutes (Pg. 119) 
Attached are approved minutes for the April 13, 2011 Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Board Meeting. 
 

D. Notices (Pg. 123) 
The following Notices have been published: 

 Notice of Application for Sunny Ausink, Pacific Telecom Services for 
AT&T to add 4G technology to the site by replacing (3) existing antennas on 
the side of the Queensview apartment building and adding new ancillary 
equipment. Location is 13007 12th Avenue SW, Burien.  Public written 
comments must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on June 1, 2011. (Notice 
attached.) 

 Notice of Application for Sunny Ausink, Pacific Telecom Services for 
AT&T to add 4G technology to the site by adding (3) existing antennas and 
ancillary equipment to an existing personal wireless service facility located at 
the Washington State Criminal Justice Training Center at 19010 1st Ave. S., 
Burien.  Public written comments must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on  
June 1, 2011. (Notice attached.) 
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 Notice of public hearing on May 24, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. at Burien City Hall, 
400 SW 152nd Street, Suite 300, to receive public comments on the following 
application: Dave Baus with Village Concepts for El Dorado West 
Retirement Community. 



 














































