
CITY OF BURIEN 
AGENDA BILL 

 
 

Agenda Subject:  General Annexation Discussion 
 

Meeting Date:  July 18, 2011 

Department: City Manager 
 

Attachments:  
 

Fund Source: N/A 
Activity Cost: N/A 
Amount Budgeted: N/A 
Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A Contact:   

 
Telephone: (206) 248-5503 
 
Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes             No        Initiative Description:  

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
This is part of a series of discussions that began in June when staff informed council it would begin assembling 
documents relevant to the question of annexing the remaining unincorporated area of North Highline, known as area 

 
 
BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  
Annexation of the so-
is well aware of. In short, Burien and Seattle in 2009 agreed to bi-furcate the North Highline Area into two areas;  

  the north. Each city agreed it could advance annexations in adjacent areas without 
opposition until January 2012. Burien successfully annexed area X in 2010 and that area is now part of Burien. In 
March 2011, Seattle declared it was not interested in advancing an annexation in area Y but adopted a resolution 
stating  it might at a later date, perhaps February 2012. The resolution also allowed Burien to advance an annexation 
in area Y if it wished. 
 
Staff is working with a private contractor, Berk and Associates, to study the financial viability of annexing area Y. 
Initial, draft data seems to indicates the annexation is financially viable, largely because of a sales tax credit 
offered by the state as an incentive. The entire study will be available August 1 and presented to council at its 
meeting that evening. It will not be available for inclusion in the council packet.  Staff intends to offer a high-level 
summary of the document at that meeting, and will return with the authors at your next council meeting, August 15th 
for a more detailed discussion. 
 
As mentioned previously, while financial data is central to the question of annexation, staff understands it is not the 
exclusive one and that the policy question is more complex. In an effort to anticipate additional areas of interest, staff 
continues to solict other lines of questioning council would like us to explore. 
 
The annexation discussion will predictably be iterative and require information to be acquired as talks progress. The 
intent of this agenda item is simply to continue that discussion and ensure it progresses in as linear a fashion as 
possible. 
 
OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   
N/A 
Administrative Recommendation:   None at this time. 

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 
  
Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:   

Submitted by:  Mike Martin 
Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

:  July 14, 2011 File Code: \\File01\records\CC\Agenda Bill 
2011\071811cm-4 Annexation Discussion.docx 



 


