
CITY OF BURIEN 
AGENDA BILL 

 
 

Agenda Subject: Discussion of and Possible Motion to Grant a 
Variance to the Underground Utility Policy Regarding Lake to Sound 
Trail. 

 

Meeting Date:  July 18, 2011 

Department: Public Works Attachments:  
Letter dated May 12, 2011 from King 

Requesting Variance 

Fund Source: N/A  
Activity Cost: N/A 
Amount Budgeted: N/A 
Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A 

Contact:   
Larry R. Blanchard, Director 
Telephone: (206) 248-5514 
 

Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes             No   X     Initiative Description: N/A  

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  

King County, as the lead agency for the Lake to Sound Trail Project, has requested a variance from the underground 
requirements for the Lake to Sound Trail Project  Segment B. The purpose of this Agenda Item is to request 
approval from the City Council to grant this variance. 
 
BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  

King County-Capital Planning and Development Section in conjunction with its work with the Des Moines 
Memorial Drive Advisory Committee that includes Renton, Tukwila, Sea-Tac, Burien, and King County are working 
together to construct the Lake to Sound Trail (Burien Sea-Tac portion) Project. Burien Municipal Code 12.40.140 
provides for a Request for Variance by the Public Works Director (PWD) based on 1) technological reasons, and 2) 
the cost is disproportionate to the general welfare. Staff has reviewed the request by King County and because the 
cost of undergrounding this project is more than anticipated King County is requesting the waiver attached hereto for 
your reference. Although the PWD has the authority to waive or defer the underground policy in BMC 12.40 a 
project of this magnitude should be discussed and approved by City Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts): 

1) Grant the waiver of the underground utility conversion requirement as described in BMC 12.04 to King 
County for the Lake to Sound Trail Project (Burien Portion). 

2) Do not grant the waiver of the underground utility conversion requirement as described in BMC 12.40 to 
King County for the Lake to Sound Trail Project (Burien Portion) 

 
Administrative Recommendation: Grant the Variance to BMC 12.40  Undergrounding of Utilities, in order to 
avoid cost overruns and delays to the Lake to Sound Trail Project  Segment B.  
Committee Recommendation:  N/A 
  
Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:  Move to Grant a Variance to the Underground Utility Policy Regarding Lake to Sound Trail. 

. 
Submitted by:   Larry Blanchard     Mike Martin 
Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

  July 13, 2011 File Code: R:/CC/AgendaBill 2011/071811 Variance to 
Undergrounding for Lake to Sound Trail 

 



 






