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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: August 1, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Justice Assistance Grant Application Review (Pg. 147) 

The City of Burien will receive a $23,082 FY2011 U.S. Dept of Justice, Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) for projects that prevent or reduce 
crime and improve public safety.  The grant requires that the application materials be 
available for review by the City Council and the public.  The City is planning on 
using these JAG grant funds for various law enforcement trainings for Burien police 
officers as described in the attached Memorandum.  Any comments on the grant 
materials should be provided to Lori Fleming, Management Analyst by August 15, 
2011. 

 
B. Hanging Baskets in Downtown 

Since the Public Works crew put up the hanging baskets in the downtown area, we 
have received many positive comments. When the baskets were inspected this week, 
however, it was discovered that a few of the water nozzles had been shut off. If you 
happen to see anyone who is not a Public Works crew member tampering in the 
baskets, we would appreciate your notifying the City. Call the main Public Works 
line at 248-5521, or the 24-hour line if after hours or on the weekend, at 391-1620.  

 
C. Street Sign Inventory Complete 

T
was initiated because of a Federal mandate that all street signs had to meet a certain 
reflectivity requirement. GIS staff now has a database set up so that Public Works 
can develop a maintenance process for the signs.  
 

D. City Mowing in Process 
The Public Works crew takes care of slope mowing and all of the hand mowing 
within the City. So far, they have hand mowed the sidewalk strips in the entire city at 
least four times and it is now under control. When the mowing season started, the 
grass was 2 to 3-feet high in most places. 
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E. Drainage Master Plan (DMP) Update has Begun 
The Drainage Master Plan Advisory Committee (DMPAC) kick off meeting was 
held on Wednesday, July 20, with a turnout of more than a dozen residents and 
business owners.  
 
For information on the Drainage Master Plan Update and future DMP meetings, 
please contact Malissa Phok at 206-248-5538. 
filled out online o would like to provide feedback:  
www.burienwa.gov/drainagecommentform   

 
F. Salmon Creek Park Restoration Partnership / Adopt-A-Park Program Update 

(Pg. 149) 
The Burien Adopt-a-Park program has entered into a summer partnership program 
focusing on habitat restoration at Salmon Creek Park. A new collaboration will 
provide an opportunity for youth to earn high school credit as well as embark on 
work training for a wage. The project is a collaborative effort between the City of 
Burien Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department, Highline 

and The Environmental Science Center (see attached staff memo). 
 

G. Community Center Project Profiled by State (Pg. 151) 
The 2009-2010 project which repurposed the former Burien Library as a new home 

in the July edition of WA State Department 

online photos and video of the Open House. It even included the image of a 3D 
rendering that was developed by staff in the PaRCS Dept.  

 
H. Graffiti and Vandalism in Parks on a Rise 

costly rate of graffiti and vandalism this summer. Over a recent three-day period, 
facilities were hit with major graffiti at eight park sites covering buildings, picnic 
shelters, signage, playgrounds, skate bowl, benches, picnic tables, garbage cans, and 
even large rocks. In addition to graffiti, electrical outlets and light fixture bollards 
were severely damaged at Town Square Park, and restroom partitions were 
completely torn out at Moshier Park. While none of these occurrences may be seen 
as very unusual on an individual basis, this increased volume creates a major impact 
on staff to keep up with repairs. 

 
I. Parks Recreation and Open Space Plan Public Meeting 

A public meeting/workshop occurred on Wednesday, July 27 at 7 p.m., at the Burien 
Community Center for residents to express their needs and desires for the future 
direction of our park facilities and programs. Staff from the PaRCS Dept and 
Beckwith Consulting Group facilitated this public discussion and exchange of ideas. 
T
working, what needs adjustment and where the City can focus its attention for the 
future.  
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J. Congressman Smith to Host Town Hall at Burien (Pg. 153) 

constituents at the Burien City Council Chambers on Thursday, August 25, 2011. 
The conversation with Congressman Smith (9th District) will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 
last until 8:30 p.m.  A news release about the meeting is attached. 

 
K. 2010 Annual Financial Audit Complete 

Th the 12th consecutive year the City has received 
a clean opinion on the financial statements and no legal compliance findings. Each 

City.  The audit for the 2010 financial statements is complete.  The Exit Conference 

the Mayor, the City Manager, the Finance Director and the Accounting Manager.  
 
L. Burien Receives Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 
The Finance Department received the Government Finance Officers Association 
(GFOA) Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for its 2011 - 2012 Budget 
Document.  Entities receiving the award must satisfy nationally recognized 
guidelines for effective budget presentation.  Those guidelines assess how well an 

and a communication device.   
 

 
II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. Suburban Cities Meeting 
Deputy Mayor Brian Bennett represented Burien at the July 13 meeting of the 

voted on appointments to fill vacancies on a few regional boards and committees, 
and approved a set of 
Action Agenda issues.   
 
The PIC membership also agreed to hold a vote in September on a proposed revision 

have questions or concerns they may discuss them at a Council meeting before the 
next PIC meeting on September 14.  The PIC also received updates on several 
regional concerns, including the Committee to End Homelessness in King County, 
emergency preparedness, and growth management. 

 
B.  

About a dozen business leaders from the cities of Burien, SeaTac, Tukwila and 
Renton participated in an informational meeting on July 20 with staff from King 
County and the four cities, to hear about plans for a new King County Metro 

ne that is planned to run between Burien and Renton.  
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The RapidRide F Line would replace the current Metro Route 140 with more 
frequent and reliable service.  It is scheduled to begin operating in 2013 and is 
expected to generate economic development in each community along the corridor.  
Before the new RapidRide line can open, however, the project needs additional 
funding.   
 
The business community is being asked to express support for continuing federal 
funding for bus rapid transit (BRT), which would be used for the Burien-Renton 
line.  In addition, the business leaders are considering the possibility of creating a 
Corridor Development Committee to focus attention on economic development 
opportunities in all of the cities along the F Line.  (The RapidRide A Line began 
operating last year between Federal Way and the Tukwila Link light rail station at S. 
154th Street; ridership on that corridor has increased 30-40%.) 

 
C. Hundreds of Transit Supporters at King County Meeting in Burien Council 

Chambers 
An estimated 300 visitors descended on the Burien City Council Chambers on the 
evening of July 21, to attend a public hearing held by the Metropolitan King County 

 
 

 third and final public hearing on potential 
transit service cuts and a proposal for a two-
annual vehicle license fee) in order to avoid most of the service reductions that are 
planned due to a significant drop in the sales tax revenues that fund transit service.   
 
Deputy Mayor Brian Bennett welcomed the Committee and noted that transit service 
is very important to the people of Burien. The Committee heard testimony from 
about 100 speakers, most of whom urged the County Council to save their transit 
service by enacting the proposed fee. The full Council on July 25 voted to put the 
proposed charge on the November ballot. 

 
D. Thank You Letter Received From Navos (Pg. 155) 

The City received the attached thank you letter from Navos for providing a letter of 

Washington State supplemental budget.  Navos was awarded $2.35 million for 
construction of their new Mental Health and Wellness Center in Burien. 
 

E. Construction and Land Use Permit Activity Report for 2nd Quarter 2011  
(Pg. 157) 
Attached is the report for 2nd Quarter 2011. 

 
F. Notices (Pg. 165) 

The following (attached) notices were published: 
 Notice of Decision for Sunny Ausink, PTS, for AT&T Mobility regarding a 

wireless service facility at Highline Medical Center. 
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 Notice of Application for John Kannin, Property Owner, to request to reduce 
the required 20 foot landscape buffer to 10 feet in association with a change 
of use from Single-family to Office; 16043 Sylvester Rd. SW, Burien, WA. 



 














































