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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: October 10, 2011 
SUBJECT:  
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funding Award for 

Community Center Roof Replacement 
The City of Burien recently applied for $154,000 in 2012 CDBG funding to replace 
the roof at the Burien Community Center.  The seventeen year old roof was not part 
of the building remodel and is in poor condition.  The Joint Recommendation 
Committee (JRC) approved this funding award to the City at their September 22, 
2011 meeting.  The roof replacement will likely occur next summer. 

 
B. August & September Permitting Reports (Pg. 73) 

Attached are reports for Permit Applications Received and Permits Issued in August 
and September 2011. Work continues to be steady. During the month of September, 
we received 183 applications representing construction value of $2.2 million.  We 
issued 193 permits with construction value of $4.4 million. 
 

C. Communications Committee Revived 
Staff recently revived the Communications Committee. The purpose of the 
committee is to: 
 

 Create/review external communication policies, i.e. acceptable use of social 
media, responding to blogs etc. 

 Coordinate external communications/marketing campaigns 
 Manage use of emergency communication tools, i.e. Burien Alert 
 Coordinate internal communications with employees 

 
Meetings are set to occur quarterly; however, the committee will meet more or less 
frequently as needed. 
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The City currently uses the following forms of communication: 
 
Print:   Newsletters, flyers, newspapers, quarterly recreation guide 
Online:   Email, website, social media (Facebook, Twitter) 
TV:       Cable Channel 21 
Radio:   Radio Free Burien 540AM 
Phone:   Burien ALERT   
Other:   Billboards, Readerboard on 148th St. 
 
The role of the Public Information Officer (PIO) was also discussed as well as 
internal processes, i.e. who can release what kind of information.  The Committee is 
also gathering examples of other cities communications plans to help develop one 
for Burien. 
 

D. Commercial Recycling in Burien (Pg. 77) 
The City of Burien encourages all businesses to recycle.  Recycling is free in the 
City of Burien for businesses with garbage service. Businesses can save money by 
recycling and reducing their garbage output. The attached flyer provides information 
on some of the programs available for businesses that recycle. 

 
E. SEPA Stakeholder Meeting 

On October 3rd, staff attended a stakeholder meeting in Burien City Hall sponsored 

40-year old State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  About 50 participants 
discussed many ideas including process improvements, expansion of categorical 
exemptions, and simplifying the environmental checklist.  Participants represented 
environmental, business and development interests, cities, counties, tribes, planners, 
State Departments of Ecology, Commerce, Transportation,  
Office.  Rep. Jan Angel, Sen. Dan Swecker and Sen. Christine Rolfes also 
participated in the meeting.  SEPA reform is a proposed Legislative priority for 
Burien. 
 

F. School District Receives Grant for Field Improvements at Moshier Park 
Several months ago, the Highline School District worked with City staff to prepare 
and submit a proposal to King County for funding from the Youth Sports Facilities 
Grant program. The District took the lead on preparing the proposal and committed 
to providing matching funds for needed field improvements to address problems 

Bearcats, also committed to providing matching funds. The District recently learned 
that it was the recipient of a $20,000 grant for this project, and the City will provide 
$10,000. In 2012, the District will take the lead on the project and hire a contractor 
to do the work through an Interlocal Development Agreement with the City of 
Burien.  
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. Update on Lora Lake Clean Up (Pg. 78) 
Attached is an email received on September 26, 2011 from Marco Milanese, Port of 
Seattle, with an update on the Lora Lake site. 
 

B. Annexation Deadlines/Time Limits 
The City Attorney has followed up on the Mayor's question at the October 3rd 
Council meeting about the Council's last opportunity to stop the annexation process. 
Although the annexation statutes are not perfectly clear on this point, the most 
certain last point for the Council to be able to stop the process is before the 
Boundary Review Board conducts its hearing and renders its decision.  
 
After the BRB approves the annexation, the City must within 30 days inform the 
county auditor of the City's preference for a special election date for submission of 
the annexation proposal to the voters of the territory to be annexed. Then, after the 
voters approve the annexation, the Council must at its next meeting, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, adopt an ordinance providing for the annexation. RCW 
35A.14.090. The ordinance must also establish the effective date for the annexation, 
which is at the Council's discretion. RCW 35A.14.100. 
 

C. Parks as Information Resource Regarding Meeting Space  
At a recent meeting, a council member suggested that artment 
serve as an information resource for residents about meeting spaces in the 
community. The Department has been providing this information for some time. 
When space is not available in one of the spaces managed by the Department (e.g., at 
the Community Center), staff refers the person or organization to other available 
meeting spaces in the community, including public and private. The Department will 
continue to update and manage this information so it can go on making referrals as 
needed.  
 
Council also asked about -
Purpose Room.  The use of this facility is different than most other branches which 
are under exclusive management of the Library System. As a shared use facility, the 
Burien branch operates under the terms of a joint use agreement between the City 
and KCLS.  
 
To meet the use priority protocols, it was determined after nearly two years of 
operation that a 3-
schedule and hold required public meetings in a timely manner.  It had also been 
unable to accommodate other governmental agencies and governments wishing to 
schedule public meetings at City Hall.  
 
Due to  proximity to the airport and the ability to televise meetings from 
the Multipurpose Room, statewide political boards and commissions have requested 
to use the Multi-Purpose Room space from time to time. 
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D. 2012 King County Disposal Adjustment (Pg. 79) 

The City received a letter from Waste Management notifying us of solid waste 
disposal increases that were approved by the Metropolitan King County Council for 
2012.  
reflect this increase.  New rates that will take effect in Burien, beginning 1/1/2012 
were transmitted with the letter and are attached. 

 
E. Citizen Action Report (Pg. 87) 

Staff has provided the attached September 2011 Citizen Action Report. 
 

F. Notices (Pg. 95) 
The following (attached) notices were published: 

 The City of Burien Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 
October 11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room, 1st floor, 400 SW 
152nd Street, (City Hall/King County Library Building) to receive public 
comments on an application for Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Map re-
designation -

-
Amendment to BMC 19.15.045.1, Special Regulations. 


















































