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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 
DATE: October 24, 2011 
SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 
 
 
I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 
A. Major Demolition of Commercial Building on 1st Ave. S. 

A demolition permit was recently issued to take down the 22,000 square foot 
buildings at 15040 1st Ave. S. next to and behind Pizza Hut near the corner of 1st 
Avenue South and SW 152nd Street.  These buildings were formerly part of a car 
dealership, but most recently had been in use by a printing press company. 

 
B. Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Process Update 

Staff and consultants hosted an Open House at the Community Center on September 
29th to take input on elements of the draft Parks, Recreation & Open Space (PROS) 
Plan. The public was given an opportunity to review plan graphics that represent the 
current inventory of existing parks and recreation facilities. Also highlighted were  
recommendations for potential changes or additions to the system. 
 
An extensive survey based on a random sample of 400 registered voters is due to 
begin in late October. Updates continue to be posted to the PROS Plan webpage, at 
www.burienwa.gov/ParksPlan.  
 

C. Night of the Pumpkin Held October 21 
The staff and volunteers from the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Department 
held the second annual “Night of the Pumpkin” at the Burien Community Center on 
Friday, October 21. Participants and staff are uniformly pleased with the new venue. 
This is the second time that the event has been held at the new facility. 
 

D. New Finance Employee 
The Finance Department recently welcomed a new employee, Cathy Rossick, who 
replaced Lilia Carmona as Accounting Assistant. Cathy’s duties include processing 
accounts payable, cash receipts and petty cash. Cathy previously worked as an 
Accounting Technician for the City of Federal Way for nine years. Cathy has 
stepped right into her duties with very little training and is a great addition to the 
Finance team.  
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E. Burien Staff Showcased at Conference 
At the Washington Recreation and Parks Association (WRPA) Mid Year conference 
on October 18, Rachel Gilbert was awarded the “Outstanding Professional” and 
Janet Peterson was given the “Outstanding Customer Service” award from the 
Facility Service section. This section is comprised of professionals from across the 
state who work in facility management and related support positions.   
 
Serving as a Recreation Specialist for the past ten years, Rachel oversees all rental 
scheduling for the City’s athletic fields, Burien Community Center, Dottie Harper 
House, and picnic shelters.  She communicates with hundreds of new and returning 
user groups throughout the year, and brings an extraordinary level of professionalism 
and expertise to her job.  Rachel’s scheduling duties are in addition to her recreation 
program and event coordination responsibilities.   
 
Janet Peterson has served as the Burien Community Center receptionist for the past 
eight years and is “the face” of parks and recreation for many Community Center 
customers and the general public. Janet’s calm demeanor and high-level 
professionalism have contributed significantly to the growth of our registrations and 
rentals over the last several years.  
 
In addition to staff awards, Arts Supervisor Gina Kallman and Lantern Festival 
Artist Denise Henrikson presented a conference session on “Community Building 
through the Arts”. The recent “Arts-A-Glow” event was highlighted as a prime 
example on how arts events can increase cultural and social connections among 
residents. 
 

F. Two Local Schools Participate in the “Bag Your Bags” Challenge 
North Hill Elementary has won King County’s “Bag your Bags, Bring ‘em Back” 
plastic bag challenge.  Students collected 630 pounds of bags (42,000) to be 
recycled.  Shorewood Elementary students collected 531 pounds (35,400).  Together, 
these two schools collected enough bags to stretch for 15 miles, if placed end to end. 
Both schools will receive a bench made of recycled plastic for their participation. 

 
G. Utility Tax Audit 

The Finance Department recently contracted with Tax Recovery Services to perform 
a utility tax audit. The primary goal of the audit is to determine if the utilities are 
including the North Burien addresses in their tax collections and remittances to the 
City. They are also reviewing the revenue collections for each utility to ensure the 
city is receiving taxes on all revenue sources.  
 

H. Staff Attending King County Technology Summit (Pg. 47) 
A few key Finance and Information Technology staff will attend a technology 
summit organized by King County, to learn about changes in how the City receives 
and provides data from and to the County. The County hopes their new systems will 
help cities, by having new construction values get on the tax rolls accurately and 
quickly. The summit is being held on October 27 in Bellevue (see attached letter). 
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 
 

A. No Action Taken on I-1183 at Suburban Cities Association’s Public Issues 
Committee (PIC) Meeting (Pg. 49) 
The PIC decided not to take action on a request that SCA support the liquor 
initiative, I-1183 at their October 12 meeting; the matter was tabled until the next 
meeting on November 2.  
 
The PIC members were asked to have their councils consider the attached 
“Recommended Position Statement” concerning a “service improvement plan” for 
the King County Veterans and Human Services levy approved by the voters last 
August.   
 
The Police Chief from Kent provided information on the Gang Violence Initiative to 
representatives from Burien and 24 other suburban cities at the meeting. Chief Ken 
Thomas stated that a few South King County cities created the Gang Violence 
Initiative shortly after a gang-related shooting of 12 people at an event in Kent last 
summer. A pilot program is underway to help local law enforcement work more 
effectively with several criminal databases. PIC members were interested in follow-
up information and working together on this issue. 
 

B. Quarterly Construction and Land Use Activity Report (Pg. 51) 
Attached is the Construction and Land Use Permit Activity Report for the 3rd Quarter 
of 2011.  
 

C. Notices (Pg. 59) 
The following (attached) notice was published: 

 The City of Burien Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 
October 25, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room, 1st floor, 400 SW 
152nd Street, (City Hall/King County Library Building) to receive public 
comments on the City’s application for Comprehensive Plan text amendments 
regarding transportation element and the Communities Putting Prevention to 
Work grant. 



 






























