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CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 10, 2011

TO: Burien Planning Commission

FROM: Scott Greenberg, AICP, Community Development Director
David Johanson, AICP, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Plan Update—North Burien Introduction

One of the “must do” items in this year’s Comprehensive Plan update is the inclusion of North 
Burien into the Plan.  This will involve updating both Plan policies and maps to include the 
area annexed in 2010. Eventually, the City must determine future land use designations on 
Map LU-1 for North Burien.  These future land use designations show “the future distribution, 
extent and location of generalized land uses within Burien.” (Pol. LU 1.1)  

We have provided the following background information in your packets that may be helpful 
in your future discussions.

Data:
City of Burien Population Information—this 2010 Census data shows the population 
and population characteristics both in Burien pre-annexation and the annexed area 
(see Attachment 1).
North Burien Land Use Summary—these charts show 1) the land area and housing 
units by current zoning category and 2) land area, commercial square footage and 
number of housing units by land use type (see Attachment 2).
Pie charts showing land area by existing zoning designation and by existing land use
(see Attachment 3).

This data will eventually be merged with similar data for the rest of the city as part of the 
background information needed in the Comprehensive Plan.  It will also be used as part of 
the Transportation Master Plan, Drainage Master Plan and Park, Recreation and Open 
Space Plan.

Maps:
We have included 11” x 17” versions of the following maps for your use and reference at the 
next meeting.

North Burien Historic King County Comprehensive Plan Designations 2010—the future 
land use designations prior to annexation. This was the Comprehensive Plan land use 
map for the area (see Attachment 4).
North Burien Historic King County Zoning 2010—this was the zoning map of the area 
prior to annexation (see Attachment 5).
North Burien Existing Zoning 2011—the current zoning of the area as adopted by the 
Burien City Council (see Attachment 6).  This was intended to be temporary until the 
Comprehensive Planning process for the area is complete.
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North Burien Existing Land Uses 2011—existing use of land based on King County 
Assessors data (see Attachment 7).
Southwest Suburban Sewer District Map, October 2007—this is included to show the 
unsewered areas (in yellow on the map). Much of the area between 1st Avenue So., 
SR-509, So. 112th St. and So. 128th St. around Arbor Lake is currently unsewered (see 
Attachment 8).

The attached chart “Land Use Designation and Zoning Classifications/Code” is from the King 
County Comprehensive Plan (see Attachment 9).  It explains how each Comprehensive Plan 
land use designation is implemented through zoning classifications.  This helps explain why 
there is a large range of zoning classifications implementing some land use designations.  
For example, within the “Urban Residential, Medium” land use designation that comprises 
most of North Burien, zoning can be R-4, R-6, R-8 or R-12 (the number is units per acre).  

Issues:
Staff has identified some initial issues and areas for additional analysis.  Other issues will be
brought forward as we do more work on the area.

1. Some County Comprehensive Plan designations do not match City designations.  For 
example, County “Urban Residential, Medium” translates into both single-family and 
multi-family zoning, whereas the City’s medium density residential designation is only 
for single-family (multi-family is considered high density).  

2. The Boulevard Park commercial area was Community Business under County Plan.  It
currently has a variety of uses that may not fit in a Community Business designation.  
In addition, under County zoning, the area has a variety of zoning categories and 
boundaries.  Should this be simplified and/or changed?

3. 16th Avenue SW between SW 112th and SW 116th has a variety of commercial and
industrial uses.  How should these be addressed?

Attachments
1. City of Burien Population Information
2. North Burien Land Use Summary
3. Pie charts, land area by existing zoning and by existing land use.
4. North Burien Historic King County Comprehensive Plan Designations 2010
5. North Burien Historic King County Zoning 2010
6. North Burien Existing Zoning 2011
7. North Burien Existing Land Uses 2011
8. Southwest Suburban Sewer District Map, October 2007
9. Land Use Designation and Zoning Classifications/Code
























