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CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM   
 
DATE: October 25, 2011 
 
TO: Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Art Pederson, Planner 

 
SUBJECT: Discussion and Recommendation on 2011 Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Map and Zoning 

Code Amendments, File # 2011-1 
 
 
PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION 
This agenda item is for the Planning Commission to conclude discussion and make a recommendation to the 
City Council on the above docket item. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Planning Commission recommended this item be on the 2011 docket to the City Council on June 14, 
2011.  The City Council subsequently adopted the 2011 Comprehensive Plan Docket. 
 
On September 27th the Commission received a presentation from staff which included a summary of each 
proposed item accompanied by staff recommendations in favor of the Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Map and 
Zoning Code amendments.  The Commission also received information for Amendment 2011-1 from the 
applicant. 
 
On October 11th the Commission conducted a public hearing on this item and began its recommendation 
discussion.  The Commission continued discussion until the October 25th meeting date and also continued the 
public hearing in order to hear further from residents residing adjacent to the Group Health site and from 
representatives of Group Health.   
  
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 
Commission members received the staff report and recommendations for each of the proposed amendments in 
the September 27th and October 11th meeting packets.  The recommendation reports include a description of 
the amendments and an analysis of the applicable review criteria.  Please bring your copies of the 
recommendation packet and attachments to the October 25th meeting. 
 
During the public notice and comment period for this hearing the City received one written public comment.  
One public comment letter was received at the September 27th meeting and two public comment letters were 
submitted at the October 11th hearing.    Eight individuals testified at the October 11th public hearing. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
The Commission should conclude its inquiries to the public, ask if there is anyone who would like to submit 
final comments on this issue and then close the public hearing.  Following this, the Commission should 
conclude its discussion on this docket item and make its recommendation to the City Council.  The options 
for a recommendation are: 
 

1) Recommend the City Council approve the requests; or 
2) Recommend the City Council deny the requests; or 
3) Make modifications to the recommendation and outline the findings and conclusions in support of the 

modifications; or  
4) Take no action and pass the request to the City Council without a recommendation.  This would occur 

if there are tie votes on separate motions for approval and denial. 
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If the Commission wants to discuss the proposed amendments staff recommends the Commission make a 
motion for each of the proposed amendment recommendations, discuss each amendment and then make a 
recommendation to the City Council.  
 
Suggested Motions for a Recommendation of Approval:   
 
1.  I move the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council approval of the Comprehensive Plan amendment 
request from High Density Multi-Family Neighborhood to Office and zoning map amendment from RM to Office and 
adopt the findings and conclusions as presented in the staff report. 
 
2.  I move the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council approval of the Zoning Code amendment to add a 
new sub-section to BMC 19.15.045.1, Special Regulations, and adopt the findings and conclusions as presented in the 
staff report. 
 
 
Suggested Motions for a Recommendation of Denial (Note: Numbers 1 and 2 must be approved together; if 
the pair is denied, Number 3 must also be denied.  Number 3 may be denied alone since it is not necessary 
for approval of Numbers 1 and 2.):   
 
1. I move the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council denial of the Comprehensive Plan amendment 
request from High Density Multi-Family Neighborhood to Office and zoning map amendment from RM to Office and 
outline your findings and conclusions in support of the denial. 
 
2. I move the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council denial of the Zoning Code amendment to add a new 
sub-section to BMC 19.15.045.1, Special Regulations and outline your findings and conclusions in support of the 
denial. 
 
 
If you have any questions before the meeting, please contact Art Pederson (206) 436-5576 or by e-mail at 
artp@burienwa.gov.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Public comment letters received to date, Exhibits B, C, D, and E 
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